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DRAFT
MINUTES OF BRINTON AND SHARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 6.30pm in Sharrington Village Hall
______________________________________________________________________________________
Present:  	Cllr. D. Hyslop (Chair), Cllr. R. Hyslop, Cllr. S. Gray and Cllr. E. O’Kane
In attendance:  Clerk Mrs. S. Hayden	
	Four members of the public
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Chair opened the meeting at 6.25pm

1.	To elect a Chair followed by signing of the Acceptance of Office
	Proposed, seconded and resolved to elect Cllr. D. Hyslop as Chair.  The Acceptance of Office was  signed by the Chair and witnessed by the Locum Clerk

2.	To receive apologies for absence
	District Cllr. Andrew Brown has sent apologies 

3.	To receive declarations of interest and request dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests by councillors in any of the Agenda items listed
	Cllr. S. Gray wished to declare an interest as she was now a member of the Village Hall Committee, although there were no items on the Agenda in connection with the Village Hall.

4.	Public questions, comments or representations on matters connected with this Agenda
	Comments made by members of the public were as follows.
	1.	An objection was made regarding planning application PF/26/0723.  The proposed holiday let would be six metres from their neighbouring boundary fence and then four metres from their door.  There could be disturbance by light pollution, cars, etc at any time of day or night.  They confirmed they would also be objecting direct to the planning department of NNDC.
	2.  A further objection was made to PF/26/0723 agreeing the site was too close to the neighbouring property and that there didn’t appear to be a sitting area allocated for visitors.
	3.  Several residents wished to voice their concerns about the B1110 speed limit which they felt should be 50mph not 60mph, in particular between Briningham and Thornage.  They felt the road should be re-assessed as it didn’t comply with the current Speed Management Strategy.  Briningham and Thornage had reduced speed limits.  The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council did not dispute their findings, but did not have the funds for the cost of the necessary feasibility study required as evidence for a reduction in the speed limit, nor the cost of implementation if the study showed a 50mph limit should be imposed, in total approximately £19,000/£20,000 as advised by the Highways Engineer.  
	4.	A suggestion was made that “slow” signs may help reduce speeding, which had been effective when painted on the Bale Road.  It was confirmed these signs were painted on the B1110. Thanks were given to Albanwise Farming for cutting the hedge which had improved visibility from the Bale Road.   
	5.	Further discussion followed regarding the B1110 and various suggestions made.

5.	To approve the minutes of the ordinary meeting of 29th January 2026
	Proposed, seconded and resolved to approve the Minutes, which were then signed by the Chair


6.	Matters Arising from those Minutes
	None
7.	To receive reports from County and District Councillors
	County Cllr Michael Dalby had sent a report in April which had been circulated

8.	Planning
8.1	To consider applications received at the time of publishing Agenda
	PF/26/0723 Change of use of Shepherds Hut in grounds of dwelling from use incidental to the dwelling to a holiday let (no specified Use Class) – Valley View, Brinton Road, Sharrington, NR24 2AB – Discussed, including whether the application was on agricultural or garden land, proximity to the neighbouring property, the affect on the Glaven Valley Conservation Area and probable number of vehicles using the site.  It was agreed that the Chair would draft comments to be circulated to parish councillors for approval and then submission.
	PF/26/0770 Removal of conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension with two rooflights and wood burner flue.  Other external alterations to including infilling of window opening on the north elevation, porch front.  Extension to the garage and replacement door and window.  Brick pillars at front of property to be replaced by oak posts and 5 bar gate and the drive widened to accommodate a maximum of 3 cars – Osotua, Old Hall Lane, Brinton, NR24 2QQ – Discussed and agreed there was no objection to the application although a comment would be submitted that wood windows would be more sustainable than UPVC and would be preferred.
8.2	To consider applications received since publication of Agenda
	None
8.3	Update on any enforcement matters
	(i) Knockavoe
	The Clerk had written to NNDC for an update and was awaiting a reply
	(ii) A148 layby
	No further information 

9.	Finance and Regulatory
9.1	To receive cash account, budget, explanation of variances and bank reconciliation to 31.3.26
	Received with no comments
9.2	To receive bank statement from 31.3.26 to 30.4.26
	Received
9.3	To note payments since last meeting as follows:
		£4.75,  £5.75 and £5.25 bank charges Feb, March and April
		£317.74 Clerk final salary and expenses
		£871.62 Locum Clerk sal/exs
9.4	To approve the following payments:
		£52 ICO
		£407.44 Locum clerk final payment
	£2,640 H. Brett & Son milestone (corrected from the amount stated on the Agenda)
		£102.59  NALC subs  (corrected from the amount stated on the Agenda)
	£67.20 NALC payroll  (added to list on Agenda)
		£99.60 NPTS subs
		£264 Zurich Municipal insurance
	£38 Village Hire (added to list on the Agenda)
	£40.00 D. Dann (added to list on the Agenda)	
	The payments were approved and the cheques then signed	
 
9.5	To consider and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return as follows:
		To receive the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025-26
		The Clerk highlighted items on the internal auditor’s report to be addressed.  
		To approve section 1 Annual Governance Statement
	The Clerk read through the statements in section 1, which were agreed.  Proposed and resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement, which was then signed by the Chair and Locum Clerk/RFO
		To approve section 2 Accounting Statements
	Proposed and resolved to approve the Accounting Statements.  These had previously been signed by the Locum Clerk/RFO and were then signed by the Chair
		To complete the Certificate of Exemption
	Proposed and resolved to exempt from external audit.  The Certificate was then signed by the Chair and Clerk.
	 
10.	Update on inspection of Wayside Cross
	Cllr. Gray, Cllr. O’Kane and the Locum Clerk had attended the inspection of the Cross by Historic England on behalf of the Parish Council.  At the inspection HE had confirmed the Cross was in good condition and no work was necessary.  Regarding protection from vehicular damage, she explained she would prefer rails around the edge of the grassed area, but would be happy with low growing plants as protection, provided no plants with far reaching roots were used as they may damage any archaeological artifacts so far undiscovered.  A member of the public explained what type of plants he wished to use and from past experience, stated they had been effective at Pilgrims Rest. The Chair asked him to let the Parish Council know the cost of the plants so that a donation could be considered.

11.	Update on milestone
	 The milestone was now restored and in place.  Cllr. O’Kane circulated an old photo of the milestone before any damage had been caused.  She confirmed that she had written an article and put together photos for the Lynx, circulating a copy.   She explained that interestingly, it was a type that was actually a “mile post” not a “milestone”.  Between Fakenham and Holt there were only three milestones and the Sharrington one was the only one in its original position.  She had spoken to the stone mason and he had confirmed that he had been able to use 50% of the original lettering.  She confirmed that the steel rod was two feet into the ground.  The stone mason had advised that as there were no surrounding trees shading the area it could be washed with water and a sponge when it needed cleaning and suggested every two years, but the weather should keep it in a clean condition.  Although the Parish Council had asked for it to be on a plinth, it had not been possible as it was Grade II listed.  Protection from verge cutting was discussed.  After one or two methods were discussed, it was agreed that Cllr. O’Kane would contact former members of the Milestone Society for their advice.

12.	To further consider speed limit reduction on B1110 requested by resident
	The Chair summed up the situation i.e. residents wished the 60mph speed limit to be reduced to 50mph.  After discussion the Locum Clerk was asked to write to the Parish Clerks at Briningham and Thornage for information on how the speed limit was reduced in their villages and to forward a resident’s recent request to the Parish Council on to the Highways Engineer

13.	Correspondence
	None


14.	To receive items for information or next Agenda
	 Next Agenda – interest bearing bank account

15.	To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting
	Agreed to hold the next meeting on Thursday 30th July 2026, starting at 6.15pm 

16.	Clerk employment
16.1	Resolution to close the meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to deal with item 16.2
	Proposed and resolved
16.2	To discuss any employment matters arising
	Discussed current staffing matters and agreed to employ a new locum clerk until a permanent clerk could be appointed, as the current Locum wished to stand down from the position.  

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.50pm 

