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DRAFT
BRINTON AND SHARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Held on Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 6pm in Sharrington Village Hall
______________________________________________________________________________________
Present:  	Parish Council: Cllr. D. Hyslop (Chair), Cllr. R. Hyslop, Cllr. S. Gray and Cllr. E. O’Kane
	3 representatives of parish and other organisations
	17 Members of the public 
In attendance:	Mrs S Hayden (Locum Clerk)
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Chair opened the meeting at 6pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting

1.	Apologies for absence
	District Cllr. Andrew Brown had sent apologies for this meeting and the following Parish Council  annual meeting

2.	Reports
2.1	Parish Council Chair
	The Chair commenced her report by explaining that the Annual Parish Meeting was an opportunity for those attending to debate and consider parish affairs without a time limit, as it was not a parish council meeting.  The following Parish Council meeting would give an opportunity for the public attending to make comments on items on the Agenda at item 4, but within a time limit as it was primarily a meeting for the Parish Council to make decisions.  The Chair continued by thanking parish councillors for their time given over the year.  She explained there were vacancies on the Parish Council and applications were welcome and could be made to the Clerk. She thanked Linda, the previous Clerk who had resigned due to ill health and wished her well.  She also thanked Sarah the Locum Clerk for her help, District Councillor Andrew Brown for attending the meetings and the Friends of Brinton for their attendance.  She also thanked Mr & Mr O’Kane for keeping Jubilee Corner tidy and all those who gave their time to maintain other grassed areas in the village.  She reported that the repair of the Sharrington milestone had been completed and it had been re-installed in its original position.   Many milestones had been removed during WWII and had never been replaced and many had suffered collision damage or hedge cutter damage.  Cllr. O’Kane had worked over the years to have it repaired and she was writing an article for the Lynx on the restoration.  On other matters, over the past year the Parish Council had commented on an application for development at the Sharrington Strawberries site which had been refused by NNDC and dismissed at Appeal. The Chair thanked those who attended the Appeal Hearing, all of whom had objected.  She then explained that the villages were within two conservation areas and that the Parish Council supported NNDC in their planning policies to retain cultural appreciation.  

2.2	Reports by parish and other organisations covering their activities
2.2.1	Friends of Brinton
	The Friends’ report was read out by the Secretary as follows.




Friends of Brinton – Update for Brinton & Sharrington Annual Parish Meeting
5th May 2026
	Friends of Brinton, a community charity founded in 1978, continues to thrive with over 60 members from Brinton, neighbouring villages and further afield.
During the past year, FoB held its traditional snowdrop, bluebell and autumn walks, along with the Harvest Supper. New events included a midsummer picnic at Nine‑Holes and a successful inaugural Film Night at Hall Farm, which we hope will become a regular feature.
The highlight of the year was the Open Gardens event, which attracted nearly 500 visitors to enjoy ten Brinton village gardens, and delicious teas at Brinton Hall. The event raised over £4,500, which will support the creation of a ‘Warm Social Space’ at the rear of St Andrew’s Church.
Membership subscriptions help subsidise events, fund the maintenance of village assets and as agreed at last year’s AGM, contribute to the insurance costs for St Andrew’s Church. 
FoB gratefully received a contribution of £200 from the Brinton & Sharrington Parish Council towards the maintenance and eventual replacement of the village bench. 
2.2.2	All Saints Church, Sharrington
	The Churchwarden reporting on behalf of the Church introduced herself and explained there were six members of the Parochial Church Council including The Rector.  They looked after maintenance of the churchyard and buildings and helped on special occasions such as weddings and funerals.  The Churchwardens also keep the Church decorated with flowers for services and events.   Repairs had been carried out during the past year and as support is not received from the Diocese for repairs, the funding had been raised by events and from pledges of money by residents of the parish.  It was increasingly difficult to raise funds, but they would continue this year.  They had also held working days to deal with, for example, removing ivy from the walls.  The Parish Council were thanked for their donation toward maintenance of the Churchyard.  The regular congregation was small but joyful.  If anyone wished to see the annual accounts, they were posted in the porch.  

2.2.3	St. Andrews, Brinton
	A representative for the Church explained that the Church was 16th century and that there were ten Churches in the benefice group of Briston and Briningham.  Eleven successful fund raising events had been held including a 40’s music event.   There was a regular small congregation increasing to 100 at special events.  Maintenance work had been carried out during the year including organ tuning, electrical checks, the refreshment of the framed memorial list, churchyard paths mown and working parties held to clear leaves and vegetation. The Churchyard was mown in winter and the grass raked to allow wildflowers to grow in the Spring.  Bulbs had been planted and headstones cleaned. Thanks were given to the Parish Council for their donation toward Churchyard maintenance.  Fund raising was ongoing and, as had been reported by the Friends, £4,500 raised by the Open Gardens event held.

2.3.4	Albanwise Farming
	The Assistant Manager introduced himself and reported on local crops.  The oil seed rape had been planted around the village and peas had just been sown.  The rape would be cut in early July and the peas harvested in late June or early July.  These would be followed by wheat being sown in early October. The wall in Hall Lane had been cleared of vegetation and there were plans for the brick pillar to be repaired, although that might not be done this year.   The Chair thanked the farm manager for the work done to the wall at Hall Lane and expressed the hope that it would not be too long before the pillar and wall were repaired.  On a question raised of whether there would be an Open Day this year as it had been very enjoyable, it was confirmed that there would not be one this year, but there should be one in the future, as the various farms in the group held Open Days in rotation.  

2.3.5	Village Hall Management Committee
	The Locum Clerk read out the report from the Committee, who had not been able to attend, as follows:
	“We would like to thank Sarah for reading out this report on our behalf. Our formal AGM will be held on May 22nd at 7.00p.m. but briefly we would like to report another year of continuing improvements to this venue and the staging of events for the benefit of the local community. Not all of you will be aware of the upgraded gentlemen's toilets but have hopefully noticed our new draught-free front doors. With the support of the Norfolk Community Foundation we have installed solar panels to help offset the rising costs associated with heating the building throughout the winter months. We have experienced some teething problems with our new heating control system but these have now been resolved. We continue to host weekly yoga and exercise classes and monthly U3A jazz appreciation. This year we have also introduced monthly Norfolk County Council funded tech events to help the community with their ipads, phones and other technology required in this modern age! Our monthly get togethers with craft tuition are also very popular and attract crafters from surrounding villagers. Our Healthwatch Norfolk event was also well attended giving their team much needed feedback on the NHS funded care provision in Norfolk. There will again be a Norfolk jigsaw festival over the August Bank holiday weekend. A major fundraiser last year, with a dedicated team of volunteers, we look forward to welcoming back "dissectologists". The Christmas Fayre again proved popular especially with our stall holders who wish to return again this November.[Redacted].. continues to put on an excellent live music programme attracting a dedicated group of music lovers from far and wide. We also have a resident amateur dramatic group – Stage Direct – who put on a play here at least once a year. We also provide a venue for the Brinton and Sharrington Parish Council meetings and local elections. Without the dedication of our management committee and other volunteers, the venue would be unable to continue and we greatly appreciate their contribution, however small, to our continuation.”
2.3.6  The Chair invited further comments and the following points were made.
	Cllr. S. Gray wished to thank the Chair for all her hard work on behalf of the Parish Council
	Cllr. R. Hyslop raised the issue of a proliferation of signs on the A148 which, when large, he felt were a distraction for drivers.  If anyone wished to report signs they could do so through the Norfolk County Council highways reporting portal on their website.
As there were no more comments, the meeting closed at 6.25pm

	
		






	 
