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DRAFT
MINUTES OF BRINTON AND SHARRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held on Thursday 27th November 2025 at 6.15pm in Sharrington Village Hall
______________________________________________________________________________________
Present:  	Cllr. D. Hyslop (Chair), Cllr. R. Hyslop, Cllr. S. Gray and Cllr. E. O’Kane
In attendance:  Clerk Mrs. S. Hayden
	District Councillor Andrew Brown
	Six members of the public
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Chair opened the meeting at 6.18pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting

1.	To receive and consider apologies for absence
	None
2.	To receive declarations of interest and request dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests by councillors in any of the Agenda items listed
	None
3.	Public questions, comments or representations on matters connected with this Agenda
	Comments made by members of the public were as follows.
1. In connection with item 8.2, repair work had been carried out at the Church including £17,000 on brickwork and £14,000 on leadwork and therefore a donation should not be made.
2. Regarding “Homestead”, the slit windows were not suitable and the spread of the proposed property was too great for the site.
3. Appeal Hearing re Sharrington Strawberries – the Inspector appeared to lead the appellant to the answers he wanted.
4. A148 enforcement – photos had been sent to the Enforcement Officer who had thanked them. The occupier had not been seen for a fortnight, but there were fears he would return.  
5. PF/24/2057 – he supported the Conservation and Design Officer’s comment that the building was too forceful for its own good. This would be aggravated by the removal of nine trees, six for the garage, which in his opinion was vandalism. The Arboriculture Report referred to machinery damage and as it was inevitable that that would happen, trees and shrubs could be irretrievably damaged and then it could be said that a warning had been given.  It is evident the developer wished to clear the site, whereas the previous owner had been keen to keep the trees to mitigate the boggy nature of the ground.  The Conservation Area report emphasises that blocks of trees are part of the special nature of the area.

4.	To approve the minutes of the ordinary meeting of 31st July 2025 and the extraordinary meeting of 17th September 2025
	Both sets of minutes were approved and then signed by the Chair.

5.	Matters arising from the minutes including:
5.1	Milestone – to receive update
	H. Brett & Sons (Howells) had been instructed to go ahead and repair the milestone, having replied to all outstanding queries.  The Clerk was asked to check whether reflectors were required for the wooden posts to be placed at the side of the repaired milestone and that Howells intended to mount the stone on a plinth to guard against further damage.


5.2	Update on issues arising  from drainage in Sharrington
	The locum Clerk had asked the Highways Authority if a camera could be run under the field behind Hazelnuts and the Chapel leading down to Thornage to check whether the drains were blocked.  District Cllr. Brown had also chased NNDC on queries related to the recent development at Jubilee Corner. Cllr. R. Hyslop raised the problems with the ditch outside his house.  The promised concrete aprons under two pipes at Jubilee Corner was raised – Clerk to remind Highways Authority.  The subject of flooding of the roads outside The Homestead at Brinton was raised and it was noted that photos had been taken.  It was suggested that the Highways Authority be contacted to investigate.  

6	To receive reports from County and District Councillors
	Reports from both Councillors had been received and circulated

7.	Planning
7.1	To consider applications received at the time of publishing Agenda
	None
7.2	To consider applications received since publication of Agenda
	None
7.3	Updates on planning applications:
Appeal by Sharrington Strawberries, Holt Road, Sharrington, NR24 2PH in relation to application – PF/24/1479, Change of use agricultural building to shop/café (Class E) with associated external alterations, alterations to car park layout.
At the Appeal Hearing the Planning Inspector had asked questions of the Appellant and District Council.  A decision would be made in the New Year.  A number of people attended the Hearing, including 100% of the Parish Council.  The Inspector had only wanted comments if anyone had anything new to add.
PF/24/0686 Erection of single-storey side and rear extension to dwelling – Copper Beeches, The Street, Sharrington, NR24 2AB (Approved)  - The Chair had spoken to the building control department to check the current situation.  She had been told by Mr. Williams that he would “keep an eye on it”, but he had then left the Council. Building control hadn’t heard anything further but would oversee the final connection and carry out an inspection.  District Cllr. Brown would chase.   Discussion followed and the Chair agreed to check the situation again.
PF/24/2057 Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling with garage – Homestead, Sharrington Road, Brinton, NR24 2QG – District Cllr. Brown had asked if the planning officer was minded to approve the application and if so, could he call it in to Committee.  The date of the meeting was not yet known although 11th December was a prospective date.   As the Chair was otherwise engaged on that date, the Clerk would attend on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Chair would prepare the comments.
7.4	Update on any enforcement matters
	(i) A148 Layby
	 	The enforcement officer had visited and there was no evidence the occupier was staying on the site.  The second entrance was the subject of the Enforcement Order. It had been noted that a vehicle was there late at night and early morning.
	(ii)	Knockavoe
		Enforcement had been dealing with the matter and the Parish Council had been told it would be dealt with in the Autumn.  Nothing appeared to have happened and the Clerk was asked to check the progress, with an update on the past Committee decision, etc.




8.	Finance and Regulatory
8.1	To receive balance sheet and bank reconciliation
	The final totals on the balance sheet were incorrect and the Clerk would circulate a corrected copy to councillors.  The reconciliation was received.
8.2	To consider donations to the Local Lynx and Sharrington PCC for the Churchyard
	Proposed and resolved to pay £250 for Sharrington Churchyard and £25 to the Local Lynx and Briston Benefice for their newsletters.  
8.3	To discuss budget and agree precept for 2026-27
	The Clerk explained that the tax base figure was not available due to software problems with the second homes Council Tax. The draft budget had been calculated using last year’s tax base as suggested by NNDC and was discussed in detail.  Proposed and resolved to set the precept at £8,300.
8.4	To note payments since last meeting as follows:
	Bank charges £4.75 and £5.75
	Clerks Salary - £525.60 + £60 filing cabinet
	HMRC National Insurance £64.20
	NPTS £354 + £72
	The above payments were noted
8.5	To discuss online banking and opening an interest-bearing account
	Online banking to be held over until the next meeting.  The Clerk advised current interest rates for the Instant Access account and was asked to research further details.  

9.	To consider applying to reduce the speed limit on the B1110 Holt Road at Upper Brinton
	The Chair outlined the comments received from parishioners requesting a reduced speed limit.  The process and costs had been outlined by the Highways Engineer, with the costs being approximately £5,000 for the necessary appraisal and £12,000 for the legal and administration costs to implement the reduced limit if the appraisal recommended it.  The Highways Engineer had indicated that he felt an appraisal would not support reducing the speed limit.  Agreed that in any event the Parish Council did not have the funds to take any appraisal or speed reduction forward.  Agreed that the Clerk would respond accordingly.

10.	Correspondence
	None
11.	To receive items for information or next Agenda
	Cllr. Gray reported that she had attended the NNDC presentation on devolution at Blakeney and it had been very interesting.  She outlined the content, with NNDC pushing for three authorities for Norfolk, with a mayoral election next May for the Suffolk and Norfolk combined authority.  Whatever the outcome, unitary councils would take three years to implement. The elections next year had not been confirmed.  
12.	To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting
	Agreed to hold the next meeting on Thursday 29th January 2026.  

13.	Clerk employment
13.1	Resolution to close the meeting to the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to deal with item 13.2
	Proposed and resolved  (By this point, all members of the public had left the meeting)
13.2	To agree terms of employment for locum clerk and any necessary longer-term matters arising
	Agreed the locum clerk would continue on the same hours and terms as the permanent clerk until after the January meeting.   Agreed to take advice from NALC on any other matters arising in connection with staffing.
